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[C] [These are the acts for which people are liable by reason of 
Sabbath rest:] they do not climb a tree, ride on a beast, swim in 
water, clap hands, slap the thigh, or stamp the feet [M. 5:2C- 
D]. 


[D] What are instances of acts involving a religious duty in the 
category of optional acts? 


[E] And these are the acts for which people are liable by reason of 
acts of choice: they do not sit in judgment, effect a betrothal 
[M. 5:2C-E], 


[F] issue a writ of divorce or effect a right of refusal, carry out a 
rite of halisah or enter into levirate marriage [M. 5:2 E- F] [T. 
Meg. 4 4/I-K]. 


It has been taught: They do not climb a tree, whether it is full of sap or 
dried out. 


There is no problem understanding why one may not climb a tree that 
is full of sap [since one may thereby pull off a branch of a living tree. 
which is forbidden]. [But a dried up tree does not fall into the category 
of a tree at all, so] in the case of a dried up tree. do we actually rule 
that it is prohibited to walk on a vine shoot on the Sabbath? Surely not! 
Why should it be forbidden to do so?] 


But the rule is formulated in accord with the view of R. .Meir [who 
regards a dried up shoot as still effective], for R. Meir said, “A vine 
that dried up [located in a field of grain] is forbidden, but does not 
sanctify [the field of grain in which it is located, under the rule 
prohibiting mixed seeds in a vineyard].” 


[No, it accords with the view] of all parties, [who] prohibit a dried up 
tree because of the prohibition extending to a tree that is full of sap. 


[E] R. Hiyya bar Ashi came with a sprig [in his hand] before Rab [on 
a festival day]. [Rab] said to him, “Whence did you bring what is 
in your hand]? 


[F] He said to him, “From [an area of crooked date palms.” 
[G] He said to him, “Who permitted you [to climb those dead palms]?” 


[H] [Rab himself would not permit it for] R. .Aha in the name of Rab 
[said], “It is forbidden to walk on a root on the Sabbath, and all the 
same are roots of trees and cabbage heads.” 


